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Proclaiming the 
Supremacy of Christ 

Outline of Colossians
1. Introduction and prayers (1:1-14)
2. The supremacy of Christ and Paul’s work 

proclaiming Him (1:15-2:5)
3. Encouragement to hold firmly to Christ and a 

warning about false spirituality (2:6-23)
4. Instructions about new life in Christ and the 

renewed relationships it produces (3:1-4:6)
5. Closing greetings (4:7-18)

Outline of Colossians

3. Encouragement to hold firmly to Christ and a 
warning about false spirituality (2:6-23)
a. Don’t let anyone kidnap you! (8)
b. Don’t let anyone condemn you! (16)
c. Don’t let anyone disqualify you! (18)

we are here

Today: Colossians 2:11-15 

Treasure Your Riches in Christ

Let no-one hijack you from riches in Christ
1. You already have the fullness of Christ
2. You already have fellowship with Christ

(Aside: relation of baptism to circumcision)
3. You already have freedom through Christ
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Let no-one hijack you from riches 
in Christ

Review from last week
1. You already have the fullness

of Christ
– God has completely fit us 

for life in Him now and 
eternally.

– We share with Christ the 
freedom won through  
victory over all spiritual 
powers.

8 See to it that no one takes you 
captive through philosophy and 
empty deception ….

9 For in [Christ] all the fullness of 
Deity dwells in bodily form, and

10 In Him you have been made 
complete, and He is the head 
over all rule and authority;

11 In Him you were also 
circumcised
- with a circumcision made 

without hands
・in the removal of the body of 

the flesh
・by the circumcision of Christ;

12 - having been buried with Him in 
baptism, in which

- you were also raised up with 
Him 
・ through faith in the working 

of God, who raised Him from 
the dead.

Let no-one hijack you from riches 
in Christ

2. You already have fellowship
with Christ
– cleansed from dominance 

of sinful human nature
– identified with and united 

to Christ

11 In Him you were also 
circumcised
- with a circumcision made 

without hands
・in the removal of the body of 

the flesh
・by the circumcision of Christ;

12 - having been buried with Him in 
baptism, in which

- you were also raised up with 
Him 
・ through faith in the working 

of God, who raised Him from 
the dead.

Aside: relation of baptism to 
circumcision

a. Physical circumcision marked 
a Jewish boy as coming under 
God’s covenant with Abraham 

b. Spiritual circumcision is God’s 
cleansing of ones inner being

c. Baptism memorializes being 
buried and raised
– Baptism, here, is shorthand 

for conversion and initiation
– “Through faith” means that 

baptism is for believers 

13 When you were dead 
- in your transgressions
- and the uncircumcision of your 

flesh,
He made you alive together with 
Him,
- having forgiven us all our 

transgressions,
14 - having canceled out the 

certificate of debt
・ consisting of decrees against 

us,
・which was hostile to us; and

- He has taken it out of the way,
・ having nailed it to the cross.

Let no-one hijack you from riches 
in Christ

3. You already have freedom
through Christ
– He gives life to the 

spiritually dead
– He marked our impossible 

debt as paid

Let no-one hijack you from riches 
in Christ

3. You already have freedom
through Christ
– He gives life to the 

spiritually dead
– He marked our impossible 

debt as paid
– He gained complete victory 

over the powers of evil
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Treasure Your Riches in Christ

Don’t let anyone kidnap you (8)
Don’t let anyone condemn you (16)
Don’t let anyone disqualify you (18)

You already have the fullness of Christ
You already have fellowship with Christ
You already have freedom through Christ


